The Skokie SChool 
Curricular Components

Integrated Approach:
Beginnings

· What does it mean to belong? How do challenges affect our sense of belonging?

Building Blocks of the Future

· How does the past influence the future?

Legacy

· How can we leave a positive legacy behind as global citizens? 
Ancient Civilizations:

Research strategies and problem-solving skills

· Greece
· Rome 
· Egypt
· Middle Ages 
Writing: Each trimester, students will be required to complete one major writing piece (brainstorm, outline, draft, peer and self-edit, final copy)
Daily responses to literature

· Box format

· Inquiry based
Writers Workshop (with writing goals and portfolios) 

· Argument

· Fiction

· Informational 
Grammar

· Pronouns

· Commas, dashes, parenthesis

· Sentence structure and types 
Rubric* See backside 
Literature:
Book groups*
Whole group text*
Self-selected text
*Novels based on essential questions and themes. Students will also work to develop a system for marking text (annotation) to strengthen comprehension, text analysis, and class discussion.

Independent Reading:

In addition to the required in-class reading assignments, students are required to spend time each day reading self-selected texts.  Although students are not required to mark/annotate or study these texts per se, they will be required to report on at least one per month and to turn in a log of what they have read. 
Vocabulary:

One main component of the vocabulary program is the study of prefixes, suffixes, and Greek and Latin roots to improve vocabulary comprehension and spelling. Students will also study vocabulary in context within classroom texts.
Writing Checklist
Sixth Grade
	
	Grade 6
	Not

Yet
	Starting to
	Yes!

	
	Structure
	
	
	

	Overall
	I staked a claim that could be supported by text evidence, built my argument, and led to a conclusion in each part of my text.
	
	
	

	Lead
	I clearly stated a claim and named the reasons I would develop later (preview).

	Transitions
	I used transitional phrases to help readers understand how the different parts of my piece fit together to support my argument.
	
	
	

	Ending
	I wrote a conclusion in which I restated the main reasons of my argument. 
	
	
	

	Organization
	I arranged my response purposefully, leading readers from one reason to another.
	
	
	

	
	Development
	
	
	

	Elaboration
	I included evidence to support my reasons. 
	
	
	

	
	I used valid and effective text evidence.
	
	
	

	
	I explained how my evidence strengthened my claim.
	
	
	

	Craft
	I chose words deliberately to be clear and to have an effect on my readers.
	
	
	

	
	I chose effective strategies to present evidence. 

	
	I maintained a consistent and formal tone to help my readers follow my argument. 
	
	
	

	
	Language Conventions
	
	
	

	Punctuation
	I used proper punctuation when formatting direct quotations. 
	
	
	

	
	I edited my writing by finding and fixing run-on sentences and sentence fragments.
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